
WASHINGTON.
«» Liberty ana Union, new and forever, one and

Inseparable.'*

THURSDAY, JULY 4, 1850~
On this Anniversary of the Independence of the

United btales, circumstances are not particularly
favorable to a retrospection of the history of the
past year, or to prophecy of that of the year which
is to come. Whilst we hope for the best, we can¬

not speak favorably either of the present aspect of
public affairs, or ot the probabilities of the future.
Vi e shaH defer until the coming in of the next year
a task which will, by that time, we trust, have be¬
come both pleasant and grateful.

For any speculations of our own pertinent to the
present day, we cannot perhaps do any thing more

agreeable to our readers than to substitute the sub¬
joined article, from the pen of our venerable friend
G. W. P. Custis, being his annual contribution of
*' Reminiscences of Washington," usually pub¬
lished on the Birth-day Anniversary, (22d February,)
but which, accidentally, were not prepared in time
for publication on that day of this year-.

MOUNT VERNON.

THE Cl'STIS RECOLLECTIONS AMD PRIVATE MEMOIRS
OE" THE LIFE A3ID CHARACTER OF WASHINGTON.

How mapy and what glorious recollections crowd
upon the mind at the mention of Mount Vernon !
It is a name that will be hallowed to all time, and
the foot of the pilgrim journeying from all nations
will continue to press the turf around the sepulchre
where rest the ashes of the Father of his Country.
The associations in the history of this venerated
spot with those in the history of the life and ac¬

tions of its departed master will ever cause Mount
Vernon to be " freshly remembered." These as¬

sociations began with the early life ofW ashinoton,
and ended only with his last days on earth. Mount
Vernon was the home of his youth, the retreat of
his advanced age, the spot that he most loved, and
to which he so often retired to find repose from the
cares and anxieties of public affairs. He never left
It but with regret. He always returned to it with jov.
Could the old halls of the ancient mansion exhi¬
bit a tableau vivunt of the characters that have
been their inmates in by-gone davs, what a long
and imposing list of patriots, statesmen, and war¬

riors would appear to our admiring gaze, to adorn
the scenes and memories of the past !
Our tableau opens in 1753, when Washington

crosses the threshold of Mount Vernon to enter

upon that great theatre of life on which he was des¬
tined to play so illustrious a part. His achieve¬
ment in penetrating the wilderness, and successful
accomplishment of the important objects of his
mission, amid dangers and difficulties the most ap¬
palling, introduced him to the favorable notice of
the Colonial authorities, who, in 1754, entrusted
the young Virginian with the defence of the fron¬
tier of his native colony, where, after a gallant con¬
flict with the enemy, he resigned his commission and
retired to Mount Vernon. But he was not permitted
long to enjoy the pleasures of its peaceful shades,
for, his martial reputation having attracted the no¬
tice of General Braddock. the provincial soldier in
1755 was requested by the British veteran to ac¬

company the latter in the ill-fated expedition to
Fort Du Quesne.

Our tableau now gives a perspective view of the
memorable 9th of July, and the field of the Monon-
gahela, where a youthful hero gathers his first lau¬
rels amid the fury of the fight, and where his hioh
and chivalric daring caused 44 the wild untutored
savage

" to hail the last mounted officer on the field
of the Monongahela as 14 the chosen of the Great
Spirit, the warrior who could not die in battle."

At the close of the Seven Years' War, the provin¬
cial colonel again becomes a private citizen, and re¬

turns to Mount Vernon to await the call of destiny.
It is 1759, and our tableau exhibits a gay and

joyous scene, while the old halls ring again with
the reception of a bridal party, and Washington
enters Mount Vernon a prosperous and happy
bridegroom. The gallant and distinguished soldier
now lays aside the 44 pomp and circumstance of
glorious war," and many years glide happily along,
amid the delights of domestic felicity, the society
of family and friends, and the employments of agri¬
culture and rural affairs, when our tableau changes
to 1774. The Colonial troubles have commenced,
and we behold the arrival of two distinguished per¬
sonages at Mount Vernon, Patrick Henry and Ed¬
mund Pendleton. The object of their visit is to

accompany Washington to the firs* Congress,
where the soldier had been called by the voice of
his country, to change the duties of the field for
those of the Senate house.

In 1775, while serving as a member of the first
Congress, Washington is appointed to command in
chief the armies of the Colonies, then assembling to
do battle for the rights and liberties of unborn ge¬
nerations. He obeys the call of destiny and his.
country, and for six eventful years, big with the
fate of liberty and an empire, his home is in the
tented field.

1781. and our tableau shows the long-deserted
halls of Mount Vernon to be animated by the pre¬
sence of the Commander in Chief of the combined
armies of America and France, accompanied by the
Count de Ruchambeau and a brilliant suite, who
hilt but for a single day, being en route for York-
town.

Again our tableau changes, and introduces us in
1783 to happier scenes. The war has ended ; its
storms have passed away, and the sunshine of
peace sheds its benign influences upon an infant
nation, a free and independent people. Annapolis
has witnessed a sublime spectacle, and Washing¬
ton, having resigned his commission and 44 taken
leave of the employments of public life," hastens
to his beloved retirement, and never in this great
man's long and glorious career did he experience
ao pure, so enviable a delight, as when merging the
victorious General into the illustrious Farmer of
33ount Vernon.
Our tableau now teems with characters. In the

aid halls of Mount Vernon are assembled chosen
spirits, from the wise, the good, and brave of both
hemispheres, who have journeyed from distant
homes, lo pay the homage of their hearts to the
hero of the age in the retirement of a private citi-
aten. Conspicuous amid this honored group is the
good and gallant Lafayette, who, supposing in
1784 that he was about to bid adieu to America for
the last time, had hastened to Mount Vernon to pay
his parting respects to the man who, of all men, he
most loved and admired.
The retired Chief receives his guests with that

kindliness and hospitality for which Mount Vernon
was always distinguished, while his early risirg, his
industrious and methodical habits of life, his horse¬
manship in the chase, his minute attention to all
matters, and to the improvement of his domain,
elicited the warmest encomium and admiration of
those who, in the old time of day, had the good for¬
tune to visit Washington oti his farm.
From the unalloyed happiness in which four

years were now passed in the employments of agri¬
culture, ip soci «1 and domestic intercourse, occa¬

sionally varied by the pleasures of the chase, this
period in the life of the Pater Patritr may truly be
.aid to have been the ore in which all his ways
were " ways of pleasantness, and all his paths were

peace."
Our tableau changes to 1787, when his country

calls upon her chosen sou to leave the tranquil

shades of Mount Vernon to take a prominent part
in the momentous events of the times. The old
Confederation is ended; a new Government is to

be formed; confusion is to be succeeded by order.
The Convention assembles, and that immortal Con¬
stitutional Charter, that millions ot freemen nave

since so happily enjoyed, received its first signa*
ture from the hand of George Washington.
From this date a young and glorious empire

dawned upon the world. Conceived in the purity
of republican freedom, founded on the bases o

equal rights and equal laws, the great and re¬

nowned of the land formed this masterwork ol
virtue; and Patriotism might well expect that:
it would enduie for centuries, till grown hoar)
bv Time, and from the decline ot public virtue it

(should experience the fate of nations, when, from
the extent and magnificence ol its ruins, futurity
might read the story of its rise, its grandeur, anu
its tall. *

Our tableau exhibits, in 1789, important and
touching events in the history oj Mount l emon.
A special envoy arrives in the person ot Mr. Se¬
cretary Thomson, a signer ol the Declaration ol
Independence, and a genuine type of the brave old
<lays of '76. Scarcely is he received with the
warmest welcome, when he declares the object ot.
his mission: That he is charged, by the Congress
then assembled in New York, with the grateful
duty of announcing to George Washington, a pn-j
vate citizen, his election to the Presidency of the
United States of America.
The recipient of this highest, this proudest dig-,

nitv that can ever be conferred on man, was by no

means unprepared fqr its announcement by the
venerable ambassador. From the period ol the
ratification of the Constitution by the States, every
mail from every part oi the Union brought letters
to Mount Vernon, all praying the retired duel to
vield to the united wishes of the people to accept
the highest dignity in their power to bestow.
In vain did the happy farmer of Mount \ ernon
plead that advanced age and long services needed
repose. Many of his old and much-loved com¬

panions in arms gathered around him affectionately,
saving, We feel assured that you cannot, that you
will not refuse the wishes of a whole people: your
honored name is heard from every hp, while in

every heart there dwells but one sentiment: YV asli-

ington, Chief Magistrate of the Republic.
"The newly-chosen President was deeply attecteu

by this generous, this universal testimonial ot the,
love and attachment of his countrymen. 1 he |People triumphed ! The man of the people yield¬
ed to the will of the people. A day or two
sufficed for preparation lor departure. A sig
to the fond memories of home and happy uays
of retirement, and the First President ot the
United States bade adieu to Mount Vernon, f or, ^eight vears silence reigned in the ancient halls, jwhen, in 1797, they again teem with animation.
The long absent master returns. Time has blanch-
?d his locks, and traced its furrows on his noble I
srow, but his manly form is still erect; aye, with
lightsome step and joyous heart he once more en¬

ters the portals of his beloved Mount V ernon.
Our tableau, having exhibited the changing

sventsin the history of Mount Vernon for forty-j
9ix years, in its closing scene portrays the aged jChief in his last retirement. His days are num- jbered, his glorious race is nearly run, yet, when]
invasion threatens, he obeys the last call ot his
country, and is again in arms, her general ana

protector. 1

lie stipulates with the Government that he shall jbe permitted to remain in his retiremenMill circum-,
stances demand his presence in the field. W hile
giving the necessary orders for the organization ot
the forces to meet the invaders, the Lieutenant Gen-1
cral and Commander in Chief continues his agri-
cultural employments at Mount Vernon, his only jmilitary staff being a military secretary. jAfter a long and unexampled career ot glory in
the service of his country and mankind, well strick¬
en in years and laden with honors, in his own be¬
loved Mount Vernon, with the fortitude and resigna¬
tion befitting the Roman fame of his life and action?,
the Pater Patrne yielded up his soul to Him who
gave it, calmly declaring, 44 I am not afraid to die."

Ourtableau vivantcloses with the grandeur and so-

lemnity of the spectacle that bore him to his grave,
The Author of the Recollections introduces to

the public the first of a series of the Private and
Confidential Letters of Washington, addressed to jJohn Parke Custis, his stepson, and at different
periods his aid-de-camp during the War of the jRevolution. The " first of the series," (the whole
of which will be published in the work,) it will be
perceived, is the Letter of the General upon his
accepting the command-in-chief of the American
army. The next Letter will bear the date of Mor-
ristown, and contains touching reminiscences ol the
close of the memorable campaign of 1776.
We also introduce to the Public the first of a se¬

ries of the Paternal Letters of Washington to his
adopted son, (the author of the Recollections,)
when the latter was a student at the College of
New Jersev. These Letters exhibit Washington
in the new and endearing light of a father, and are
addressed with paternal affection and solicitude to
one whom he had adopted in infancy, and cherish¬
ed, educated, and protected, to early manhood.

TUB REVOLUTIONARY LETTER.
Philadelphia, Jose 19, 1775.

Dear Jack : I have been called upon, by the unanimous
voice of the Colonies, to tain the command of the Continen¬
tal Army. It i« an honcr I neither sought after, nor was by
sbv means fond of accepting, from a consciousness of my
own inexperience and inab ility to discharge the duties of 30

important a trust. However, as the partiality of the Congress
hath placed me in this distinguished point bf viow, I can
make them no other return but what will flow from close at
tentioa and an upright intention. For the rest, I can say
nothing. My (treat concern upon thi. occasion is the
thoughts of leaving your mother, under the uneasiness which
I know this affair will throw her into. I therefore hope, ex¬

pect, and indeed have no doub\ of your using every means

in your power to keep up her spirits, by doing every thing in

your power to promote her quiet. I have. I must confess,
vtrv unrasy feelings on her account; but as it has been a

kind of unavoidable necessity which has led me into this ap¬
pointment, I -hall more readily hope that sucoe^ will attend
it, and crown our meeting with hspptnets. ,

At anv lime, I hope it is unnecessary for me to say that I
am alwaja plraaed with your and Nelly's abi,lance at Mount
Vernon, much less topin this occasion, when I d<em it abso¬
lutely necessary for the peace and section of your mother*
a consideration which, I have no doubt, w,!l have due weight
with you both, and require no arguments to enforce.
As the public gazettes will cjnvey every article of intelli¬

gence that I could commun'cate in ihia letter, I ehall not re¬

peat them ; but, with love to Nelly, and Mncere regard for
yourself, I remain your moat affectionate,y '

Go. WASHINGTON.
To Joan Parke Chbtis, Esq., Mount Vernon.
P. 8..Since writing the fregoing, I have received your

letter of the 16th instant. You must now take upon your¬
self ibe entire management of your own estate. t wi no

longer b* in mv power to a»wt you, nor is there any reason
tor it, a* you have never discovered a disposition to put it to
a bad uss.

t...The Corgi*** (f.»r I am at liberty to say as much, are
about to strike two millions of dollars, as a Continental cur¬

rency, for the support of the war which Great Britain e^nas
determined to lores ua into ; and there will be at teaat ,

men raided as a Continent >1 army. As I am exceeding y
hurri' d, I can add no more at prtaent, thau that

I aon, &c. vVc
.
O W ».

THE PATERNAL LETTER.
Dedicated, the Auikrr of the Rtcollection*, to the Youth

of the United Statu.
Philadelphia, Nov»mb*R 16, 179®*

Dun WashtRotos : Yesterday'a mail tirouijhl me your
letter of the 12th instant, and under co*ti ot thia 'e'ter you
will receive a ten dollar bill, to purckaae a gown, Ac. if

proper. But, as the eluees may be diatinguiahed by different
insignia, I adviae you not to provide theoe without first ob¬
taining the approbation of your tutor*.: otherwise you may
be distinguished more by folly than by the drese.

It affords me pleasure to hear that you are agreeably filed,
and I receive still more from the assurance you give of attend¬
ing clocely to your studies. It ia you youraelf who are to

derive immediate benefit from these; your country may do
it hereafter. The more knowledge that you acquire, the
greater will be the probability of your succeeding, and the
greater will be your thirst for more.

I rejoice to bear that you went through your examination
with propriety, and have no doubt but that the President has
placed you in the class that be conceived best adap ed to the
state of your .mprovemcQt. The more that are above you,
the greater your exertions should be to ascend ; but let your
promotion result from your own application, and from intrin-
sic merit.not from the labors of others. The last would be

fallacious, and expo»e you to the reproach of the daw in bor¬
rowed feathers. This would be inexcusable in you, because
there is no occasion for it; forasmuch as you need but the
exertion of the talents you possess, with proper directions, to

acquire all that is necessary, and the hours allotted for study,
if properly improved, will enable you to do this. Although
the confinement may feel irksome at first, the advantages re¬

sulting' from it to a refl cling miod will soon overcome it.
Endeavor to conciliate the good will of all your fellow

students, rendering them every act of kindness in your
power. Be particularly obliging to your chambennate, who,
from the account I have of him, is an amiable young man,
and strongly impressed with the importance of a liberal and
finished education. But, above all, be obedient to your tu¬

tors, and in a particular manner respect the President of the
Seminary, who is both learned and good.
One thing more, and I will close this letter. Never let an

indigent person ask without receiving something, ifyou have
the uieaus.always recollecting in what light the widow's j
mite was viewed.

Your grandmother, sister, and all here are well; aDd, feel-
ing a strong inteiest in your welfare, join most cordially with
me in every good wish for it. !

Affectionately, I am your sincere friend,
Go. Washington. :

Mr. Gcoenx Washiaotow Parke Custis. '

Letters received at Boston from Buenos Avres, <

iated April 19th, state that Rosas would not treat 1

with the French Minister for the purpose of adjust- '

ng the difficulties between the two nations. The '

.eason for the refusal was said to be the fact that J
he Minister was backed by so large a naval and ,

nilitary force. .

The Fall of the " Table Rock," at Niagara 1
?alls, is confirmed. About forty feet of it are gor.e, i

jutno lives are lost. The six persons in the ctr-

.iage had a very narrow escape by jumping out as
;he carriage went over.

A Falling off in Immigration..The total
[lumber of passengers who arrived in New York
from foreign ports during the month of June is
12,?G3. During the month of Mav the arrivals
numbered 45,968.- The falling off, compared with <

the month ofJune, 1849, is also remarkable. Dur- <

ing that month the number of emigrants arrived at' <
the port of New York was 31,378.

We have already referred to the indifference into
which the people are falling in regard to the ques-!
tion pending before the Senate. While the number <
of those who anxiously desire a settlement of the
question is doubtless increasing, the anxiety as to
the mode of settling it has greatly diminished.

'

Undoubtedly verj- decided and very diverse opin- '
ions exist in the opposite sections of the country | 1

touching the question of slavery, and much excite-!«
ment in relation thereto; but, far above all this, is <
the general desire for such a settlement of the nues- ;
tion as shall enable Congress to go on with the legi¬
timate business of the country; and far above both
is the universal determination to stand by the Union :

The question of a dissolution is not to be enter- :

tained. The result of the Nashville Convention, <

and the whole course of the proceedings of thnt; i
body, show this most conclusively, and the voice;
thht comes from every part of the country con¬
firms it.

But a dissolution of the Union, although the!
greatest is not the only political evil which can hap-
pen to us. The alienation of one part of the coun-
try from the other, the neglect of the public busi-
ness, the formation of sectional parties, all these
are evils of great magnitude, and against which it
is the duty of Congress to guard.

[ Providence (/?. /.) Journal. j
The great Railroad Celebration at Burlington,1

(Vt.) must have been a very delightful one, accord¬
ing to the description given of it in the papers. The
village itsell is one of the most picturesque and
beautiful in New England. The gentle slope, on
which the town is erected, from the Colleges to the
Lake; the elegance of the buildings themselves;
the majesty of the distant mountains and the pla-
^idness of the near lake, are all very graphically
described by those who were present at the cele-
bration. A large,collection was present, who were

very hospitably entertained. The procession was
i splendid one and the dinner sumptuous. The
toasts, speeches, remarks, and jokes were all good.
In the evening, there was a grand ball in the pa¬
vilion, which was kept, up until the dawn of the next

morning.
The following was President Taylor's reply

to an invitation to the celebration;
Washinotow, Jews 19, 1850.

Gkvtlrmkn [have duly received your letter uf the 5th
instant, inviting me to attend a 'Railroad Jubilee,' to be held
in Burlington on the 25th instant.

It would afford me the highest gratification to be present on
that inleresiing ociasion, and to mingle my congra'ulations
with those of the citizens of Burlington and of Vermont, at
the completion of the great lines of internal communication,
which not only bring about physicil advantages to the town
and 8ia e. but bind together yet more firmly that Uwios
which all true fatriut* are interested to preserve, and which,
I am sure, Vermont w.m'd be among the lost to relinquish.
But the obligations of official duty do nut permit me to leave
the seat of government at this time; and I am obliged, there¬
fore, to decline the very courteous invitation of theciti^ns of
Burlington, which I do with regret; and, with my best thanks
and good wishes, I remain, with great resect, your friend and
Mrv,nl- Z TAYLOR.
D. W. C. C&4RH.B, and others, Committee, &c.

Two of the riotous fi e compsmies of Philadelphia.the
Franklin aid Moyamn-in* Hose Companies.were disband
rd on Saturday, by ord r of Judge Pahsojvs, of the Court of
Q mrler iSe-Mon*. Thin judicial ac ion is in accordance with
a law ps**ed l.y the last Legislature, which provides that
wi on a are company which has been proven puilty of riot,
and put out of service lor six months, is, upon a citation be-
lore the <our', c nvicted of the same offence a second time
wi hin one year, it chill be permanently disSanded. Both if
these companies having thua rende ed themselves amenable,
the p* ml y win enfo-cid, and they mus tierefcre cease to
exist as orgnr.iz d memh. rs f f the Fire Deputm*nt. 1

We I. arn If m the Charleston Mercury that the Charles
ton Cotton Manu'acturing Company, at a recent meeting, <

resolved to incre.se their capital from its present amourt of <

$100,000 to $500,000, the ex"ent alii wed by their charter. <

The additional capital is to be empl«yid in the immediate «

erection and firnishirg of a large c .Hon factory «,f fif. <

teen th< u and spindle', contiguous to the present fHct ry in '

Hamp»:ead. Gen. lames, tie celebrated machinht, haa ta¬
ken one-half ol the additional capital, and the remainder has
been taken by ci"z»n» of Charleston. I

There were but four d aths in the city of 8avannah, in the
weekending on the 19th ult.j one white and tbre-e colored
person*. The population of Savannah is about 16,000 <

persons.

TO THE EDITORS.

Hodse of Rifbisebtatitbs, Jilt 3, I860.
Gentlemen : la your paper of this morning I

notice the following editorial:
" We take it for granted that there is foundation, of some

kind or other, for the statement in the following extract from
the Washington correspondence of* the New York Journal oi
Commerce. If it b« all really true, the gallant State of
Tbias is about to march an Army into the Territories of the
United States, and against an armed station of the United
States within them ; and we are to have news of it in less
than six weeks from this time ! Let us hope, however, that
the worthy correspondent of the Journal is premaiurely
alarmed for the salety of Santa Fe and the detachment of the
army whose duty it w»U be to defend it

" coaatsposaiircB or thb journal of cojkmzbce.
" Washibotom, Satcrdat, Juh* 29, 1850.

" There will be some startling intelligence from Texas in less
than six weeks from this time. Texas will send an adequate
force at once, as is supposed, to effect her objects.probably
2,500 men. There are at Santa Fe about two hundred Texan
camp followers, who take an interest in favor of the Texans.
The troops of the United States, under Col. Muhbob, num¬
ber about live or six hundred, to which six hundred are about
to be added. The Texans in this city are of the opinion that
Texas, supported as she is by the sympathies of the whole
South, will arrest the United States military officers, and
bring them to trial for obstructing the operation of her laws.
Should the adjustment bill be defeated, there is no doubt
that Texas wJI absorb New Mexico, and if the United States
interfere the Southern States will give her all the aid she
needs."
From this it seems that you hold it to be the " duty" ef

the " army" of the United States now stationed at Santa Fe
to defend, without authority of law, the military occupation
of that portion of New Mexico lying this side of the Rio
Grande against any attempt of Texas to maintain her claim
by extending her jurisdiction over it.
Your right to entertain such an opinion it is not my object

;o question. But I wish to say to you, lest you may be
mistaken in the opinions of others, that the first Federal gun
:hat shall be fired against the people of Texas, without the
tuthority of law, will be the signal for the freemen from the
Delaware to the Rio Grande to rally to the rescue. What¬
ever differences of opinion may exist in the public mind
touching the proper boundary of Texas, nothing can be
:learer than that it is not a question to be decided by the
irmy. Be not deceived, and deceive not others. " Inter
irma leges silentWhen the "Rubicon" is passed, the
Jays of this Republic will be numbered. You may consider
:he " gallant State of Texas " too weak for a contest with the
irmy of the United States. But you should recollect that the
:ause of Texas, in such a conflict, will be the cause of the
antire South. And, whether you consider Santa Fe in danger
ir not, you may yet live to see that fifteen States of this
Union, with seven millions of people, " who, knowing their
rights, dare maintain them," caunot be easily conquered
" Stpientibus verbum tat."

Yours, most respectfully,
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS.

NOTE BV THE EDITORS.

It will be recollected, doubtless, by every reader
af ours, that several weeks ago we explicitly dis¬
claimed obtruding upon the attention of Congress
our individual views of the great questions now

depending, upon which the wisdom and intelligence
of] both Houses are fully employed.
The rule thus laid down for our own government

we have no intention of now departing from.
Certainly, we had no idea of doing so when we

penned the brief introduction, as above, to a piece
if information which struck us at once with sur¬

prise and unbelief. Our object was rather to attract
the attention of our readers to an important fact, if
i fact, but which might not, after all, be a fact, but
jne of those bubbles of rumor which float for a day,
md are dispersed by the next day's sun. We in-
,ended.our introductory remarks aforesaid rather as

i pleasantry than as a statement of a serious case
ind a very serious case it would be, if true, as

?:ated by the correspondent of the Journal of Com¬
merce, viz. that Texas was about to march an

irmy into the Territory of New Mexico.
There is something in the remarks of Mr.

Stephens which seems to imply that we spoke
not only with serious intent, but with some autho¬
rity, in regard to what would be the duty of the
part (or detachment) of the Army now stationed in
New Mexico, Far from it. We have no warrant
to speak for any branch of the Government on that
subject; nor have we any information in relation
to it which the Public has jiot.
We shall not contend with Mr. Stephens in a

question upon which his mind is made up, but
which we have yet gravely to consider before we
come to a conclusion upon it. We may be
permitted to remark, however, in passing, that
it would almost seem that we cannot, now-a-days,
even deprecate civil war and bloodshed, without
calling down censure from quarters whence it
is least expected: indeed, bloodshed has of late
come to be talked of as a remedy for griev¬
ances, whether real or ideal, with alarming levity
aud frequency. Knowing well Mr. Stephens's
sincerity of character, and the high-minded feelings
which in general direct his course, we are truly
sorry to see him indulging in such bloody visions.

The Washington Union is indignant at the ac¬

tion of the people of New Mexico. The rage of
the Editor is unbounded.so absorbing that he says
he can hardly find words sufficient to express his
indignation at this daring movement. We are at a

loss to conjecture what has excited the mild and
amiable editor of the Union. It is but a little more
than a year since he earnestly recommended the
people of New Mexico to adopt the very course
which they have now taken. This policy was

urged then as the best mode of settling an excit¬
ing controversy, and we know of nothiog which
has since occurred to render that mode of settle¬
ment objectionable, especially now that the excite¬
ment is ten-fold greater..Boston Journal.
The contrast between the present and past posi¬

tion of the Union will be apparent by a perusal of
the following extract from an editorial in that paper of
February 15, 1849 :

" It has been ascertained, without doubt, that no
1 form of territorial government, under the authority1 of Congress, can pass the Hiuse of Representa-
1 lives without being trammelled with the Wilmot
1 proviso, or slavery restriction. Ii is equally cer-
1 tain no bill with the restriction can become a law.
1 What then can be done ? Is there any other
> mode in u hich the difficulty can be solved ? In
' our judgment there is; and that mode is, to
1provide at once for the Emission of the ac-
quired territories oj California and Aew Mcxico
into the Union as States, as noon as they shall
form repvidian constitutions, as proposed bythe Select Committee in the report made by Se
nator Douglas an its chairman, or as proposed in
the minority report of Senator Downs, of the Ju¬
diciary Committee. By this mode the questionof the W ihnot proviso is avoided

Up to the evening of the U3J instant, two hundred and
iwrnty-one bodies, in ali, bad b»en recovered of those lost by
the burning of the steamer Griffith.
The Hon. Wis. B. Clakkk, the Whig candidate for Gov¬

ernor of Maryland, baa resigned the presidency of ihe Mutual
(nmranco Company of Washing on ounty.

TURKEY AND THE UNITED STATES.

We have seen a private letter from an American
gentleman at Constantinople, of late date, which
mentions, incidentally, but we doubt not correctly,
that our able Minister, Mr. Marsh, has succeeded
in persuading the Porte to send a Public Agent to
the United Slates, and that he would set out in a

few days for America. Nominally, the Agent comes

to inspect our Navy, &c., and this is a main object
of his mission. But the Porte has other objects
in view. He will be directed to see every thing
worth examining,and will report on our power and
resources, our productive industry, &c.

This mission, by making the Government of the
Porte better acquainted with our institutions and
our country, its extent, resources, and power, can¬

not fail to be productive of beneficial results; and
we have no doubt that our Government will do
every thing in its power to facilitate the operations
and objects of the Agent, as well as to secure the
making of a proper impression upon him.
The Turks, we understand, are jealous of the

great European Powers, and strongly inclined to be
on the best terms with us ; but they know little of
us, and many of them suppose that we are a very
insignificant concern, because we send n6 ships of
war there, and keep a Minister on a salary which
will hardly pay his house-rent.

It is quite probable that we might derive great
advantages from closer political and commercial re¬

lations with Turkey ; and the Government can now
do much to promote this object by proper atten¬
tions to this gentleman, whose report will have
great weight with his own Government,.

.

LEGISLATURE OF MAINE.
The resolutions concerning slavery were taken

up on Wednesday, and were passed upon by yeas
and nays. The first was unanimously adopted,
thus :
" Resolved., As the sense of the people of this Statu, that

California ought to be promptly and unconditionally admitted
into this Union, in accordance with her application to Con-
grt'33 for that purpose "

The second resolution was as follows:
" Resolved, That Territorial Governments ought to be form

ed for New Mexico and Utah, prohibiting slavery therein, and
that no Territorial Government should be formed without an

express prohibition to that effect."
Adopted: Yeas 102, nays 31.
The third resolution was against connecting Cali-;

fornia admission with any other slavery question,
and was carried, 106 to 26. The fourth resolu¬
tion, instructing and requesting their Senators and
Representatives in Congress to carry out the above
resolutions, and not to vote in any emergency for
any territorial admission which does not positively
prohibit slavery, was carried, 94 to 35.

LATE FROM MEXICO.
The Royal Mail steamer Thames, Capt. Abbott,

arrived at Mobile Point on the 19th ultimo, within
three days and a half from Vera Cruz.
The intelligence from the interior represents every thing as

quiet. The cholera was still pievailing in the city of Mexico,
and extending to the South. About 133 died each day.
Many were said to perish from neglect and want of the com¬

mon necessaries of life. Several noble acts of charity are

heralded in the journals. A number of distinguished ladies
formed a company and sought out the abodes of misery and
suflerin?, and rendered the kindest aid. Subscriptions of
money were made in the towns for the relief ot the poor, j
Don Mjiria.no O'ktebo, a most distinguished and learned
lawyer and statesman, had fallen a victim to the cholera..
The gold and silver mines of Sonora are ranch spoken of.

One of the journal*' recommends that parlies should be formed
in the different cities to proceed there, before the hordes of
strangers fchall possess-themselves of these rich placers.before
the thirst for gold shall entic* the ««Anglo-Yankees" from
their California.

,

The city of Cartpon, in Laguna, has experienced another
fiightful fire. Forty-seven of the best houses are in ashes.
This calamity occurred the 5th of June.
From Yucatan the news is favorable to the cause of the

whites. From the 14th April to the 4th May the Gov«rn-
meet troops had been successful in a number of movements.

At Chancenote forty of the insurgents were killed, and at

Santa Rosji seventy-three. About three hundrod prisoners
had been taken. An armistice was at last concluded between
the hostile parties.

FROM RIO JANEIRO.
Advices from Rio Janeiro to the 8th May state

that the yellow fever had greatly abated there, after
having carried off about 15,000 of the inhabitants.
The population of the city is supposed to be
250,000.

FROM THE 8ALT LAKE.
A bulletin from the Saints in the Valley of the Sait Lake,

giving an account of their trials and troubles in that far-off
land, has been received at St. Louis, and is replete with in¬
terest. The last winter was very severe in the Valley, and
the settlers suffered much. Cold weather setting in sooner

than usual, the majority of the faithful were found without
the necessary preparations for a season of inclemency, and so

deep was the snow from early winter to late spring that even

fuel could be scarcely obtained.
The emigrants who left Kanesville in the latter part of Sep¬

tember, were compelled to desert their teams and travel on

foot, and did not reach the Valley until some time in Decem¬
ber. They arrived in the settlements destitute, and in a

starving condition.
In October last, about sixty Mormon families left Salt

Like City, and emigrated south some hundred and thirty
miles, and there formed a settlement. The severe winter
caused much distress among these emigrants, and they lost
much of their stock ; but their wants had been measurably
relieved by their brethren at the city.
The Indians of Utah Like had been quite troubl.some,

commiting many depredations on property, and killing sime

o< the whites. This state of things induced Capt. 8tass-
huri at length to resolve on the punishment of these marau-

d rs. but owing to the depth of the snow a suitable force of
regulars could not bo brought into service. Capt. S. there¬
fore " permitted the citizens to proceed against them," which
they did, according to the account, to some purpose. 1 he
Indians were encountered in a ravine near Fort Utah, where
for two days (the 8th and 9th of February) they made a

desperate resi-tance. They were finally driven out, btrw-

ever, with the loss of some forty warriors. One of the saints

was killed, and a few wounded. After a few more skir¬

mishes, in which the brethren sustained no loss, p.-nce was

reatortd.
The General Assembly had been in session, ai d M<1C«

ated several new counties, established courts, sheri a ites,
Sec. ; also, a State University, endowed with ^.OOO » year
for twenty years, the sum to be paid out of the State 1 rea-

sury.St. Louis f nion.

Tmb Busid..The State of Marti*", bav'ng no'Dili-

union ot it- own for the education of its blindI youth,
kindly msde provision for tne attainment of that obj.ctbyappropriating an annual sum for the recepUnn and fupp -rt of
sich in the neighboring Pennsylvania institution. I tiere are

now five vacancies exi ting, and the olject of ihis paragraph
» to direct the attention of the country press in Maryland to

the fact, with the request .hat the adve: twement on the su >jec ,

,o be found in another column, may be generally circulate.).
The system of instruction for the bh.d .. so happily adapted
,o the improvement of tho«, who are thus bereaved .. to

render them not only capable of do,ng n.uch for the,r own

personal support, but of e.j.ying men'al cultivation and re-Purees that to thera are b.yond all pnet..BaU. Amenmn

As Dr Rithoi-ds, Of Boston, was about crossing the rail¬
road in Reading a day or two since, just as a train of cars

was approaching, his horse tecaroe unmanageable, and dash
in* forward upon the track was struck by the loe-ftio ive, and
almost instantly kill. d. The doctor escaped wiih the fractur.
f one of bis arms and some bruises. His carriage was badty

broken.

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT,
By and with the advice and content of the Senate.

UkeLea, of Mississippi, to be Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, vice Orlando Brown, resigned.George P. Fisher, of the District of Columbia,
to be Commissioner under the act of Congress ap¬
proved the 29th day of March, 1850, entitled " An
act to carry into effect the Convention between the
United States and the Emperor of Brazil, of the
.*7th day of January, 1849.

Philip A. Searle, of New York, to be " Clerk
o act under the Commission in the performance of
e "l!£s P[®«cribed" by the act of Congress ap-

,Pn?/ «- hL29th' 1860, entitled » An act to carryinto effect the Convention between the United
es and the Emperor of Brazil of the 27th dav

of January, 18-19."

MODERN " ULTRA PROGRESSIONISTS. '

Tliere are some among us who wish greatly to
be Reformers. The world for ages has beenf in
heir view, «under tutors and governors" who
knew nothing, and now, upon the advent of these
regenerators, the social system, they think, can be
reconstructed upon better principles. They enun¬
ciate with all the dictum of pedagogues their dog¬
mas, and ask our credence as confidently as if they
had been tested a thousand years.
The idea which they w'ish to inaugurate upon

the throne of human admiration is Progress ; and
they call upon all, of all parties and religions, to be¬
lieve and obey. " Progress" with men of ordinary
minds has a legitimate definition, but in their hands
its meaning is wholly perverted. Instead of ad¬
vance, it is retrograde ; in place of making inroads
upon ignorance and advancing true knowledge, it
turns about and attacks the sacred fortress of eve¬
ry old and fixed truth, purposely to demolish it,
and replace it by the most vicious and untried
theories.

Progress being their motto, they hold nothing as
hxed. Having nothing clear in their own minds,
they are not capable of discerning truth from er¬
ror, and, " carried about with every wind of doc¬
trine," they believe eternal verities'are as fickle as
themselves. Truth, according to this new idea,
has a locomotive character; what was right last
age or year is not right now ; men are wiser
grown ; "the apostles were in leading strings," say
they. Tt was wrong to steal, but now or next
year all property may be robbery. » Honor thy
father and thy mother" was anciently right, but
soon a child, under the reconstruction of society,
may not know who his father and mother are, that
he may honor them. Two and two make four
now, but next year it will make twenty or a hun¬
dred, there being nothing fixed in any truth.

These men assume to themselves the high pre¬
rogative

^
of special guardians of laboring men.

lhey dfclude them into the belief that they are op¬
pressed, and persuade them to unite in various as¬
sociations for mutual protection, butthey only serve
to give employment to some idler awhile, and cheat
some mechanic out of his money. To play the
demagogue they advocate socialism, Fourierism,
anti-rentism, land reform, agrarianism of any and
every form, that they may get followers any how ;
it is all they care for, supreme selfishness being
the only fixed p/inciple of their lives. Fit compa¬
nions only of him who, from the yawning gate of
pandemonium, sought through chaos a path to a new
world only to ruin it..Newark Daily Advertiser.

Preparations for Saving Passengers.'The
Cleveland Herald says that the Captain of the
steamboat Southerner has furnished his boat with a
sufficient number of plank to support one hundred
and fifty people. In each plank is inserted loops
of tarred rigging, and these boards of safety are

arranged about the boat so as to be readv at a mo¬
ment's warning.
We have seen it stated that for some time after

the burning of the Erie, the boats were accustomed
to carry these planks. It was a good practice, and °

should never have been discontinued. But in a
short time, probably, the room they occupied was

grudged. It is to be hoped that the impression
made by the horrible catastrophe of the Griffith
will not soon pass away. There is no occasion or
excuse for subjecting travellers to the risk of whole¬
sale slaughter. It seems of little use to appeal
to legislative action for protection, or to the laws
for punishment. The best remed> is with travel¬
lers themselves, by patronizing those conveyance';
which make safety a primary object..Jilb. Reg!
A Convention it to be held at Old Point, Virginia, on the

4th of July, to adopt measures for the establishment of a line
of steamers between James river and Europe.
On Saturday last, about 3 o'clock, a locomotive engine

exploded a short distance above Clapville, (Mass.) and John
Mauagin, the engineer, was thrown some twenty feet, and
instantly killed. The fireman was also severely injured, and
will probably lose his sight. It is supposed that a want of
water in. the boiler was the cause ofthis serious accident.

Another Massacbk on thb Plains.The St. Louis Re¬
publican has a letter from Independence (Mo.) giving the
following narrative of the massacte of a psrty of ten Ameri¬
cans, perpetrated, it is supposed, by the Apache Indians :

" Mr. Ardinger, accompanied by a friend, is just in from
Santa Fe, in advance of a company of twenty persons, part of
whom brought the mail. They state that at the Wagon
Mound, eighteen or twenty miles this side of the Moro, and
the first American settlement, they found the bodies of ten
Americans, pierced with bullets and arrows. From papers
in their pockets they ascertained that the party consisted of
Messrs. T. W. Fl. umoy, Benjamin Shaw, John Duty, Mo¬
ses Golstein, Clay, Williams, H^ndrickson, Freeman, and
others not recognised. From indications, it is supposed they
had encamped for the night, about a mile this side of the
plsce where they were killed, and early in the morning were
surrounded and cut off. Two of the bodies were found in
their little wagon, the rest on the ground around it, and the
mules in the harness, killed as they stood. 8ever%l of the
above party were cititer.s of our place, and men who were

very much esteemed. The marauding party, it seems, after
having satiated their revenge, left all things a th.y found
them, for the mail bags were carried but a little distance, and
but few of the let'ers destroyed."

A WHARF LECTURE
A free lecture, on the subj ct of Temperance, was de¬

livered in Philadelphia on Mund iy afternoon, by a weather¬
proof lookng man, on the first wharf above Deck street.
n» speaker had his coat off, an If he meant to go at it in

earnest; his voice was powerful, his action vehement, and,
as he spoke and gesticulated, ihe pers, iration roll d off his
face in streams. He Was an orator j for ho spoke home to
his audience, which e xisted of about two hundrid persons,
principally «. hard cases," who had bf^n drawn by bis trum¬
pet-toned qloquence from the neighboring h>us«s of refresh¬
ment. The following short specimen will show how he
touched hi* hearers to lb© quirk :

"It's much worth my while to be putting myself all in a
muck of sweat, preaching the temperance ref. i m to r,ou,- and
hi lest than te minutes afer 1 am done, iwo-thirds ofyou red-
eyed scoundreli will be back again into the rum-holes, making
hogs of yourselves, just as had us ever. Joe Snyi'er I see
your flashy red face sucking there between the heads of'them
wo nigger gentlemen, hke a bolt or scarlet fl.tmen between
two pieces of blsck bombazet. I tell you what', Jur, my G|d
bruiser, j ou II fine yourself cheekhy-juwl, one of these davs
w. h s,.,e other black gentlemen, hob-nobbing ove b,S

nalJvv '"V" "T
tarred with the same w£S vagEd
.JT-TZi' T!-V ,)on'( do,,Pe y°ur h«"*> Djvp John-
t,

' J ? before }ou dipped behind that barrel oflMuet.
unit

me,n'' tin* cap fita you, yoo nast) b»ast.
and so you may on with it. Oh, lio ! tlill Myers, there yoo

, you miserable varmint. I'm told you've got your wife
o guzzling as hard as yourself. They say you both get tipsy,d make a pair of blue spectacles of yourselves every after-
ai on. But you never signed the pledge, Hill, and took to
'.mi* '»ke Sam Wiggins there. You'll pass for a gen¬
tleman along side of him, hut put you any where else, amino
cro -eared rat terrier that had any resi»eci for his own cliarae-
ter would look at you."

In this way the oral'* went on, particularizing his auditors,
with many of whom h appeared to have been on 'e'rns of
|r«at intimacy. 'I he disc ourse seemed to he rece ved with
muih k< o.i hum >r by i- e*r. is, r,ch writhing a little when
it came to his own turns hut jo uing hesnly in the laugh,
wbi II the sp. -.k< r t r,-f -re.l his attention to some other mem¬
ber ol the cougrt.'gsti.ii-,..PcHMylvanian.


